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MDHHS continues to recommend COVID-19   
vaccination for everyone 6 months and older  

 
LANSING, Mich. -- The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
continues to recommend, in alignment with the American Academy of Pediatrics and the 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the COVID-19 vaccine during 
pregnancy, and for every person 6 months and older to protect from serious illness.  
 
Recently the Health and Human Service (HHS) director issued guidance to change 
COVID-19 vaccine recommendations for healthy children and pregnant persons. 
However, the COVID-19 vaccine remains safe during pregnancy, and vaccination can 
protect children, women and their infants after birth. Maternal vaccination during 
pregnancy can reduce the risk of COVID-19-related hospitalization for infants by more 
than half during the first three months of life.  
 
“There is strong evidence that supports COVID-19 vaccination during pregnancy and for 
pediatric patients,” said Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, chief medical executive. “Recent data 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention show that children under 6 months 
of age are at the highest risk for hospitalization, and that more than 40% of those 
hospitalized had no underlying conditions. The COVID-19 vaccine is the best way to 
prevent complications of infection. We urge Michigan residents talk to their health care 
providers about getting vaccinated.”   
 
MDHHS continually reviews evidence on new and existing vaccines. This evidence 
overwhelmingly demonstrates that vaccines are safe and have saved millions of lives 
and prevented tens of millions of hospitalizations in the US over the past 30 years.  The 
2023–2024 vaccine reduced the risk of COVID-19-associated emergency room and 
urgent care visits by 65-70% for children in the first two months after vaccination.   
 
The COVID-19 vaccine was approved following rigorous testing and safety review 
processes, including clinical trials and review by medical experts. It continues to be 
tested in large clinical trials to ensure it meets established safety standards. The 
vaccine also received medical and safety review and authorization from the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices and the CDC director. Following 
national approval, MDHHS reviews all FDA and CDC recommendations to provide 
clinical guidance to Michigan providers and the public.  
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https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/150/3/e2022058700/188297/COVID-19-Vaccines-in-Infants-Children-and?_gl=1*1btcx64*_ga*MjA2NTMzODkyNC4xNzUyODUyNjUz*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3NTMzNjk5MzgkbzIkZzAkdDE3NTMzNjk5MzgkajYwJGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*MTI5NDQyMjA2LjE3NTI4NTI2NTI.*_ga_GMZCQS1K47*czE3NTMzNjk5MzkkbzIkZzAkdDE3NTMzNjk5MzkkajYwJGwwJGgw?autologincheck=redirected
https://www.acog.org/womens-health/videos/get-your-recommended-covid-19-vaccine-during-pregnancy
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/downloads/slides-2025-04-15-16/03-Havers-COVID-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/downloads/slides-2024-10-23-24/04-COVID-Link-Gelles-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/downloads/slides-2024-10-23-24/04-COVID-Link-Gelles-508.pdf
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COVID-19 continues to cause illness, hospitalization and death, and the vaccine 
continues to be an important tool in preventing severe illness and death. To protect and 
promote the health and safety of all residents, we encourage everyone to stay up to 
date on all vaccinations.   
 
To learn more about COVID-19 and seasonal respiratory illnesses and how to protect 
yourself, visit Michigan.gov/COVIDFluRSV.    
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https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/chronicdiseases/seasonal-respiratory-viruses

